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The Biblical Model

Human Depravity has an intesifying Potentiaii
a. Psalm 10:3, He boasts of the cravings of his heart; hie blesses the
greedy and reviles the Lord.

[ 47]

in’s desire is to eanslave/controll

Starts in the heart, cravings, self-gratification and pleasure are the the

ruling desires that capture them.

b. Geuesis 4:7, If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if
you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires
to have you, but you must master it.”

¢. Geuesis 19:30-38; Romans 7:14-25; 1 Corinthiass 10:6-14

P

The Helpless feeling of “being out of contol” is part of the misery of

God’s judgement upon man’s sin.

a. “There was no misery in the garden before the fall, and all pain, crying,
etc., will be elimated in the eternal state as well (Revelations 21:4). Pain
sorrow and the other forms of human misery are a result of the curse.”

b. Misuse of Alchiohol and drunkeness is the Bibles picture of chemical
abuse.

C. Proverbs 23:29-35

2

The Christian who is snared by au addictive substance must understant
that the painful discipline of self-denial is “balanced by God’s wise
purposes in providence.”

a. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Do you not know that in a race all the
runnpers run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to
get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into
strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do
it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like
a man runsing aimlessly; I do wot fight like a man beating the air.
27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after [ have
preached to others, I myself will not be disgualified for the grize.

D. Pain is used by God for numerous purposes:

1. God uses pain to remind us all is not right here yet, and to fix our
hope on the comin life, when it will be (Romans 8: 18-28).
1. Pain is used to purify and teach us (Hebrews 2:10 & 5:8)

- The experience of “feeling cut-of-control” does not diminish your

responsibility for your condition.

a. “the experience of being out of control in no way diminishes
responsibility because in our sinfuiness we are simultaneously enslaved
and calculating.”

i. Romans 14:17, For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating
and drinking, but of rightecusness, peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit

ii. Proverbs 31:4-5; {saiah S5:11-12; 22; Isaiah 65:11-172;



Dr. John D. Street — The Masters Coliege
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COUNSELING THE CHEMICAL ABUSER

#. Breaking a life-domicating sin habit invelves a total life
Restructuring!]

Addiction: Using Biblical Catesories
g 4
/ " Weuknesses of rixfc\
. il N
/ Body \
\
SIN [ ADDICTION
( | Sickuess
Enslavine & \ Natural Desires ) /
dviug { /
\. Purposecful \ / )
\ \ } P //
29 \ P /
e \\ S/
A

“IMPORTANT! Tl

Ihe goal of Biblical counseling is easily lost with
the incessant demands of chemical abuse. Your soal for

<
them must always be to become God’s kind of person, mot
just to stop the abuse.

i. MAnopovn (play-moun-ae}, fleshly induigence: the process of

indulging in or procuring the satisfaction of specific needs and
giving yourself over to your desires.

¢ Colossian



3

. Embpew (epi-thu-meoch), to strongly desire, lust, or covet.

k2

(-3

Galatians 5:17 - the body lusts against the spirit

Galatians 5:16 - we should not fulfill the desires of the body

v Ephesians 4:22 - fleshly desires are self-deceiving

© Titus 2:12 - we should deny ungodliness and worldly desires

¢ James 1:14 - Fleshly desires will lure us away from godliness
° I Peter 4:1-6 - arm yourself to suffer — cieanse

(3

B. Permanent change is a two -factored process! {Eph. 4:23-24)
Putting G Sin And Putting On Rightecusness

1. There must be across the board life-style change.

The Early Cycle of Addiction

The Addicted Heart
An idol factory

/ “TWANT” \

SATISFACTION DEMANDS
\ e

;/
The Body {brain}

Pleasurable physical sensations

2. There must be across the board life-style chaange.

C. This change will include radical amputation! {Matt. 5:29-30}
Cutting off that which has become most precious, the right hand and
the right eye.

Later Stages of Addiction

The Addicted Heart
Demands satisfaction but is also ensiaved

&

I want out, but I want in, 100"

b

/ .

DEMANDS DEMANDS

The Body (brain)
Bodily desires rule
“Give me more. Now!”
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